RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
This interest in lesser matters was more appropriate
before he held any high office. Years ago, when the
House was discussing the fate of Waterloo Bridge and
the matter was left to a free vote, there was the
diverting spectacle of Duff Cooper advancing from
the Front Bench pleas for preservation against Mr.
J. H, Thomas's arguments for demolition. As might
be expected. Duff Cooper took the aesthetic line.
Why, he asked, destroy this historic monument when
it may well be that to the Englishman abroad his
chief memory of home is the river-front containing
Waterloo Bridge, Somerset House, the Embankment
and Westminster?
That was long ago, and to-day he might reason-
ably be asked to save his efforts for the Navy, the
Army and the Nazi danger. He did not take a
long rest after Munich. When the House was dis-
cussing the financial advance to Czechoslovakia he
said it was a sad day for the House of Commons
and the sooner it was over the better. His most
famous attack of vehemence occurred during the
debate on the 1939 Naval Estimates on the morrow
of the Ides of March. He answered Mr. Churchill's
objection to the proposal to scrap battleships three
years from that date. "Something will happen. A
great deal must happen before the year 1942. Either a
fearful disaster will have befallen the world, or we shall
have moved into a happier period. Either the
all for which we have striven for so long will have
been lost and peace will have disappeared from the
world, or else peace will be better assured than it is
to-day. One thing is absolutely certain. This period
of tension and anxiety cannot continue"
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